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GOVERNMENT REGIONAL OFFICERS’ HOUSING — CARNARVON 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [9.54 pm]: I rise 
tonight to very quickly bring a matter to the government’s attention, particularly the Minister for Housing, and ask 
that one of the ministers in the house tonight also have this conversation with the Minister for Housing. In 
Carnarvon, in my electorate, six Government Regional Officers’ Housing houses are on the market for sale for 
various reasons. They were previously houses for police, teachers and essential workers like that in our community. 
Those houses are now up for sale, and I am not quite sure whether that is for reintegration purposes or whether the 
properties are too old and the department will be reinvesting. Nevertheless, those six properties are on the market. 
There are two real estate agents in Carnarvon who service the Gascoyne region, and have done so for a very long 
time. None of those six properties owned by the government are listed with those local real estate agents. I question 
why that would be. I do not understand why the government would not use a local real estate agent when it sells 
its housing stock. I raise the issue out of genuine concern for local businesses and the local jobs that are supported 
by those businesses. If the government really does have a mantra of supporting local jobs and local business, this 
is a perfect example of that not happening. I raise this matter because I would really like the government to invest 
in our local real estate agents and local businesses, no matter what service they offer, whether it is building 
construction or maintenance, and to look to our local providers in the local community first and not to bring in 
outside competitors in a market that is already limited to compete with those local businesses on the ground. 

I raise that issue and ask the minister representing the Minister for Housing in this house to follow up on this 
matter. I have raised this issue and a number of other issues to do with GROH housing with the Minister for 
Housing before, but I have not been able to get anywhere. I am also concerned that if the GROH houses are sold 
the proceeds will not be reinvested into other housing for government employees, and is that an indication that that 
service is being withdrawn from the local community. There is that aspect as well. But my main intention of raising 
this matter is to say that local businesses in the local community can provide the services that the government has 
engaged others to do. I ask that the government do that and work with local businesses on the ground to support 
local jobs. 
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